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Appear in patent family tables in CAplus, WPIndex, Inpadoc and EPFULL 
indicated with the EP C0 patent kind code

Legal events around the Unitary Patent are available in Inpadoc

Unified Patent Court opt-out decisions are also in Inpadoc

Current 17 Unitary member states consist of AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE, FR, 
FI, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT, SE, SI with future possible addition of CY, CZ, 
GR, HU, IE, RO, SK

Countries that chose to stay out of the Unitary system are ES, HR, PL

Non-EU EPO member states cannot be included: AL, CH, GB, LI, MC, ME, 
MK, NO, RS, SM, TR

Granted European Patents with Unitary Effect

Information about Unitary patents
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Recent addition in WPINDEX showing the delay in EPC0 data

Example of an EP with Unitary effect
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Absolute numbers show too much variation:

Uptake shows over 18,500 EPC0 so far in Inpadoc

First few months of Unitary Patents
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Based on Derwent Classification 

Uptake of Unitary Patents by industry
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Companies with a strong Unitary presence include Siemens, 
Samsung, Fraunhofer, Philip Morris, Roche, L’Oreal, Philips, 
CNRS, J&J, BASF, CEA, Airbus, Saint Gobain, Shell, Covestro

Companies with a small Unitary presence include Evonik, 
Mitsubishi Chem, Merck KgaA, Du Pont, Air Liquide, Toray, 
Sumitomo Chem, Michelin, Sabic, Boehringer, Dow, Henkel, 
Novartis, Borealis, BMS, Bridgestone, Continental

Companies without a Unitary presence so far include P&G, 3M, 
MSD, Boeing, Rohm & Haas, Kao, Eli Lilly, Celgene, Goodyear

Have these companies embraced the Unitary system?

Top chemistry related companies 
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Based on the PA.CNY field in Inpadoc

Uptake of Unitary patents by geographic region

EPC0Country

3623DE

2866US

1342FR

1077CH

1024CN

1003IT

917SE

808GB

710NL

691JP

560KR

556DK

538AT

394FI

387BE

387ES

291IL

269CA



© 2024 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.8

What other EP member states are granted?

Additional National Phase extensions

Natl PhaseMemb St

18527100%CH

1588086%GB

1499881%IE

307517%ES

15118%NO

6193%TR

5323%GR

5103%HU

4853%SK

4352%CZ

4302%RO

2812%HR

1941%PL

1131%RS

680%MC

630%IS

300%CY

240%SM
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Explore 25 legal event codes for Unitary patents in LSC field

Unitary litigation: 13 cases in Inpadoc

Expand EPU/LSC field 
for the complete list
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Searching for EPU20 retrieves 6,539 documents with fee payments

First of the Annual Fee Payments
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There are 577K entries in UOO/LSC2

UPC Opt-Out information
EPC0Country

3623DE

2866US

1342FR

1077CH

1024CN

1003IT

917SE

808GB

710NL

691JP

560KR

556DK

538AT

394FI

387BE

387ES

291IL

269CA

Opt OutCountry

97718DE

193081US

31147FR

26132CH

19423CN

22588IT

13955SE

23174GB

19809NL

62643JP

19581KR

5822DK

8975AT

5769FI

6870BE

13955ES

3599IL

5795CA

Unusually high Opt-out numbers from 
assignees from LU, KY, NZ, BB, VG, 
BM, SA and MY 



© 2023 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved.12

Unitary kind code (EPC0) and the Unitary legal status data is still 
6-8 weeks behind the EP grant information

Numbers seems to level off at 20% of the EP grants

Chemistry and engineering patents seem to have slightly higher 
percentages of Unitary protection

CH-GB-IE are the most common member states to get additional 
national phase implementations

Inpadoc doesn’t cover cases at the Unified Patent Court very well

No Unitary patent has lapsed yet

Trends in Unitary Patent protection and UPC opt-out choices

Summary
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