
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the SciFinder® Refine tool to explore, evaluate, and review a reference answer set. 
 

How To… Refine Reference Answers 

 
To find the references in your answer set that more closely match your area of interest, apply additional 
criteria that a reference must meet for it to be retained.  

 

1. Click the Refine tab at the right of the displayed references to see criteria that you can use to narrow your 
answer set. 

 
 

You can refine your answer set multiple times with any combination of the options available on the Refine 
tab. 

 
SELECT THIS OPTION… TO IDENTIFY ANSWERS THAT… 

Research Topic Contain additional words or phrases. 
Author Name Were written by a specific author. 
Company Name Originated from a specific organization or university. 
Document Type Came from a specific type of source document. 
Publication Year Were published in a specific year or range of years. 
Language Were written in a specific language. 
Database Were retrieved from a specific database. 

 
 



2. Select an option for refining your answer set and specify the required information.  For example, if you 
choose Document Type, specify the document type(s) from the list displayed.   

 

 
 

3. Click Refine. 

The new answer set contains only references that meet the criteria you specified. 
 
To return to the previous answer set, click on the appropriate step in the breadcrumb trail. 

 

 
 



Additional resources 
To learn more about working with reference answer sets, refer to 
• SciFinder online help files 
• How To Guides for: 

° Analyze Reference Answer Sets 
° Access Full Text 
° Identify Related Citations 
° Print, Save, and Export  

• Instructor-led and self-directed learning options in the Learning Solutions resource center
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