
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use SciFinder® to find commercial source information for substances. You can designate a supplier as preferred or non-
preferred, and in many cases link directly to pricing and availability information from a supplier. 
 

How To… Find Commercial Sources 

1. To find commercial sources for a substance in your answer set, you can do one of the following: 

• Click the Commercial Sources icon   
• Select Commercial Sources from the Tools menu  
• Get Commercial Sources in the substance context menu 
 

 

 
 



2. Click a company’s name to see details such as contact information.  

 
3. Within the Commercial Source Detail display, you can designate a supplier as Preferred, Non Preferred,  

or Unclassified.  Unclassified is the default. 

 



If you designate a source as Preferred or Non Preferred, subsequent commercial source displays  
indicate that status. 

 
4. Supplier information can be managed in Preferences by clicking Edit supplier preferences. 

 

5. To remove a supplier from the preferred list, click the icon. 

6. To add other suppliers or edit an existing supplier (e.g., changing the designated status to unclassified), 
click Add/Edit Suppliers.   

 



7. Enter a supplier name and click Find to browse an alphabetical list of suppliers.  If a supplier’s name has 
multiple words, start with the first letter of the first name (e.g., “S” if you are looking for Sigma-Aldrich). 

8. You can then change the Status of the new supplier from Unclassified to either Preferred or Non Preferred.   

 
 
The number of preferred suppliers is automatically updated in My Suppliers. 
 

 
 
 
 



9. Once you have set up a list of preferred suppliers, they will be displayed at the top of subsequent answer 
sets and will be the default setting for Sort and Analyze. You can also Sort or Analyze by Pricing & 
Availability information. The Pricing & Availability link provides direct access to the supplier’s catalog 
listing. 
 

 
 

 

Additional resources 
To learn more about working with substances, refer to 
• SciFinder online help files 
• How To Guides for: 

° Analyze Reaction Answers 
° Analyze Substance Answers 
° Print, Save, and Export  

• Self-directed learning options in the Learning Solutions resource center 
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