
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use Refine to explore, evaluate, or review a substance answer set. Refining can help you extract the most relevant 
compounds from your substance answer set based on the criteria you specify. 

How To… Refine Substance Answers 

1. Click the Refine tab at the right of the displayed substances to select criteria for narrowing your answer set. 

 
 
You may refine multiple times with any combination of the options. 

SELECT THIS OPTION... TO IDENTIFY SUBSTANCES... 

Chemical Structure That contain an additional or particular structural component. 

Isotope-Containing That include/exclude isotopic labels. 

Metal-Containing That include one or more metals. 

Commercial Availability For which commercial supplier information is available. 

Property Availability For which experimental or predicted properties are available or for which a 
specific property is available. 

Property Value For which experimental or predicted properties with specified values are 
available. 

Reference Availability For which journal or patent references are available. 

Atom Attachment With one or more attachments at a particular node in the query structure. 



2. Select an option for refining your answer set.  Then specify the required information.   

For example, if you choose Property Value, click Select Properties.  Then, select the specific property or 
properties of interest, and specify their respective values.   

3. Click Refine. The new answer set includes only those substances that meet the criteria selected. 

 

 
 
 

 



Tip: 
• To see substances for which the specified property is either not present at all or present but without a 

value reported, select   

4. Review your answers.   

5. (optional) To return to the answer set prior to refining, use the breadcrumb trail. 

 

 
 

Additional resources 
To learn more about working with substance answer sets, refer to 
• SciFinder online help files 
• How To Guides for: 

° Analyze Substance Answers 
° Find Commercial Sources 
° Combine Answer Sets 
° Keep Me Posted Alerts 
° Print, Save, and Export  

• Self-directed learning options in the Learning Solutions resource center
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