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STN® ViewerTM Tutorial 4

Evaluating Records: Using filter and sort 
options in STN Viewer
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Agenda

• Using Filtering to refine your document set
• Sorting options
• CAplus patent family information 
• INPADOCDB patent family information
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Using the STN Viewer involves 5 easy steps

Step 1. Use STN Express to select the records to be 
evaluated from STN patent files

Step 2. Set up projects in the STN Viewer and move 
desired records to a project from the Patent 
Queue

Step 3. Arrange, highlight, and annotate the records as 
needed in the project

Step 4.   Conduct in-depth evaluation of the full-text of 
patent records

Step 5. Share evaluated results with your client
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Seven filtering options are available to users

• Filtering options include:
– Labels
– Patent country 
– Publication year
– Oldest priority year
– Assignee
– Country/Kind code
– Rating/Stars

Apply the “AND” or 
“OR” buttons to limit or 
expand your filters.
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The number of documents available for the 
chosen field are listed in parentheses

This project is 
filtered by 
Country and 
Kind Code
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Eight sort options are available to help users 
sort their list of patent documents

• Sort options available in ascending or 
descending order:
– Family 
– Title 
– Patent Number
– Rating/Stars
– Country & Kind Code
– Priority Date
– Project Entry Date
– Publication Date
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Patents are sorted in either ascending or 
descending order

Granted US patents 
are sorted from 
newest to oldest.

CAS is a division of the American Chemical Society 8

Patent Kind Codes are listed to indicate type 
of patent document

• US Patent Kind Codes
– B2:Granted Patent (with 

pre-grant publication; 
issued on or after Jan. 
2, 2001)

• WIPO Patent Kind Codes
– A1: PCT International 

Application (with search 
report) 

• Definitions for all kind codes 
are available for any country 
having information in STN 
at: 
http://www.cas.org/expertise
/cascontent/caplus/patcover
age/patkind.html
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Patent family information is located under 
the Display Related Content tab

CAPLUS or 
INPADOCDB 
patent family 
content may 
be available.
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CAplus patent family information includes 
hyperlinks to full text equivalents

Designated 
State (DS) 
information is 
available for 
WIPO and 
EPO patent 
documents.
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INPADOCDB also shows the legal status of 
all patents in the patent family

The legal status 
(LS) hyperlink 
gives users the 
option of displaying 
legal status for a 
patent.
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See additional tutorials for more information

For more information on how to use STN 
Viewer, please view the following tutorials: 
• Managing Projects: creating and managing a 

project in STN Viewer
• Working with Records: highlighting and 

annotating records in STN Viewer
• Sharing Results:  delivering shared projects and 

user IDs


